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House passes abortion ban
Pregnancy centers react to bill that 
outlaws abortion after 15 weeks
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Past winners reflect on learning they 




Kendrick Lamar takes the ‘Black Panther’ 
soundtrack to a new level 
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Q&A with Ross Bjork
Ole Miss athletics director sits down to 




Rebel basketball to be led by Tony 




‘Who is the Black Panther?’
Ole Miss alumnus Jesse Holland is be-
hind the definitive ‘Black Panther’ novel
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Crazy at Swayze 
Ole Miss baseball opens season with 
three wins, one run conceded 
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A team of 15 University of 
Mississippi students earned 
25 awards at this weekend’s 
32nd annual Southeast 
Journalism Conference, 
including 17 Best of the 
South awards and being 
named 1st Place Journalism 
Champions for the on-site 
competitions.
Harding University in 
Searcy, Arkansas, hosted the 
2018 conference, which was 
attended by more than 300 
students and faculty from 
colleges across the South-
east. Ole Miss hosted the 
conference last year.
The Best of the South con-
test recognizes the best stu-
dent journalist work from 
2017. In this year’s competi-
tion, there were 412 entries 
from 30 universities.
Abbie McIntosh won 
first place for Best TV Hard 
News Reporter, and Thomas 
DeMartini and Austin Hille 
teamed to win Best Broad-
cast Advertising Staff Mem-
ber.
Lana Ferguson placed 
second for Best News Writ-
er and Best Feature Writer. 
Other second-place winners 
were Madison Heil for Best 
Journalism Research Paper 
and Erin Pennington for Best 
Radio Hard News Reporter.
Third-place winners in-
cluded Jake Thrasher for 
Best News-Editorial Artist/
Illustrator, DeAndria Turn-
er for Best Radio Journalist 
and NewsWatch Ole Miss for 
Best College TV Station.
Other Ole Miss students 
and staff that placed in Best 
of the South included The 
Daily Mississippian, which 
won fourth place for Best 
College Newspaper; Mar-
lee Crawford, who won fifth 
place for Best Press Pho-
tographer; NewsWatch Ole 
Miss, which won fifth place 
for Best College News Video 
Program; Devna Bose, who 
won sixth place for Best Arts 
and Entertainment Writer; 
Ethel Mwedziwendira, who 
won seventh place for Best 
Newspaper Page Layout De-
signer; Hayden Benge, who 
won eighth place for Best 
Newspaper Page Layout 
Designer; Grant Gaar, who 
won eighth place for Best 
TV News Feature Reporter; 
and Liam Nieman, who won 
eighth place for Best Opin-
ion-Editorial Writer.
Lana Ferguson, edi-
tor-in-chief of The Daily 
Mississippian, said she was 
honored to be a part of this 
year’s SEJC team and see the 
Student Media Center’s hard 
work recognized.
“I’m very proud of The 
Daily Mississippian team 
and all of the Student Media 
Center staffs for how well 
they represented the univer-
sity at SEJC,” she said. “To 
win more than a dozen Best 
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IHL schools: ‘Cut to the bone’
Years of setbacks leave system fighting for its life
The Mississippi Institutions 
of Higher Learning has lost 
more than $107 million in state-
appropriated funding since 
July 2016, and the University of 
Mississippi has joined the fight 
to reel that money back into the 
state’s education budget.
Chancellor Jeffrey Vitter 
visited the state Legislature 
with presidents from the seven 
other IHL-affiliated schools last 
month to request an additional 
$85 million be appropriated to 
the IHL this upcoming fiscal 
year. The IHL has gained 
15,205 in full-time equivalent 
students across all eight schools 
since 2009, and lost $2,085 in 
appropriations per student. 
Vitter said the sought-after 
$85 million would bring the 
IHL’s budget closer to where it 
was two years ago, allow for 
faculty pay raises and reduce 
reliance on money generated 
from tuition.
“It’s really a time when we 
cannot afford continued cuts,” 
Vitter said. “We need to start 
talking about how we invest for 
the future, because education 
is an investment. It’s the most 
important investment that our 
state can make.”
The IHL distributes state-ap-
propriated funds to its univer-
sities each year according to a 
formula designed to recognize 
students’ progress in complet-
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Chancellor Vitter discusses the university budget and the IHL request to the state for more funding in his office 
in the Lyceum earlier this month.
Students pose with their Best of the South awards after the Southeastern Jour-
nalism Conference banquet Friday. 
Around 60 candidates 
submitted petitions to 
qualify for Associated 
Student Body elections 
Sunday night in Lamar Hall.
Fifty Senate candidates 
and 10 executive officer 
candidates qualified for 
elections and started cam-
paigning immediately after 
qualifying by putting cam-
paign signs up on Business 
Row. Students will have the 
opportunity to vote for sena-
tors and executive officers to 
determine which direction 
they want to see the campus 
go.
“Elections will take place 
March 6 (for the general 
election) and March 8 for 
any runoff elections, from 7 
a.m. to 7 p.m.” ASB Attorney 
General Dillon Pitts said. 
“Any student can vote 
through their myOleMiss 
account, including law 
SEE ASB PAGE 3
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Daily Mississippian Faculty 
Adviser
For real change, bystanders must speak up
COLUMN
It is no secret that Greek life 
in the SEC is a big deal. But with 
deaths and injuries at Greek-
sponsored events on the rise, 
schools are tightening rules and 
regulations on fraternities and 
sororities on campus in the hope 
that the culture will change.
On Thursday, Feb. 15, the 
Interfraternity Council (IFC) 
at Ole Miss published an open 
letter to all students of the uni-
versity. This letter announced 
the IFC’s desire to implement 
a new preventative measure 
for fraternities, requiring that 
members go through alcohol, 
substance and sexual abuse 
training each school year. In 
the past, this training was only 
required of potential new mem-
bers during the weeks leading 
up to fall rush.
But will this new protocol 
change anything on campus?
Frat parties will go on. Inci-
dents of alcohol poisoning will 
still happen. Cases of sexual 
abuse will still occur. The prob-
lems of Ole Miss Greek life go 
much deeper than students not 
knowing what to do in a situa-
tion.
The majority of students at 
Ole Miss are silent bystanders. 
You may see a guy filling up his 
cup over and over again in the 
course of an hour, thinking he 
can handle the intake. Or think 
that someone passed out on the 
floor surely has a friend that 
can help him or her out soon 
enough. Or think that may-
be that guy and girl were just 
flirting, even if she looks pretty 
wasted and he is aggressively 
making moves.
These silent bystanders are 
everywhere, watching poten-
tially detrimental situations 
happen and saying nothing. 
They say, “There must be some-
one else who can help the situ-
ation.”
What if the person to stop the 
situation is you?
Silent bystanders don’t do 
anyone any good. In fact, their 
lack of action serves to condone 
abusive behavior that could be 
stopped if someone stood up. 
I’m by no means arguing that 
every person at a party is your 
responsibility. But if everyone 
was on the lookout for harm-
ful behavior, there might be a 
change in the negative ideas 
surrounding frat parties and the 
party scene in general.
Fraternities are not the only 
places where negligence and 
abuse take place. I applaud the 
IFC for requiring fraternities on 
campus to undergo yearly train-
ing on the dangers of alcohol, 
drug and sexual abuse.
But the IFC letter will not 
bring about as much change 
as desired. For real change to 
occur, the silent bystanders 
will need to make a decision to 
speak up for their peers.
t for harmful behavior, there 
might be a change in the neg-
ative ideas surrounding frat 
parties and the party scene in 
general.
Fraternities are not the only 
places where negligence and 
abuse take place. I applaud the 
IFC for requiring fraternities on 
campus to undergo yearly train-
ing on the dangers of alcohol, 
drug and sexual abuse.
But this letter will not bring 
about as much change as de-
sired. For real change to occur, 
the silent bystanders will need 
to make a decision to speak up 
for their peers.
Lauren Moses is a freshman 
accounting and political 
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as desired. For real change to 
occur, the silent bystanders 
will need to make a decision to 
speak up for their peers.
t for harmful behavior, there 
might be a change in the neg-
ative ideas surrounding frat 
parties and the party scene in 
general.
Fraternities are not the only 
places where negligence and 
abuse take place. I applaud the 
IFC for requiring fraternities on 
campus to undergo yearly train-
ing on the dangers of alcohol, 
drug and sexual abuse.
But this letter will not bring 
about as much change as de-
sired. For real change to occur, 
the silent bystanders will need 
to make a decision to speak up 
for their peers.
Lauren Moses is a freshman 
accounting and political 
science major from Dallas.
ing courses, weighted by the 
cost of teaching in each partic-
ular field. Science, engineering 
and health fields would likely 
carry a higher weight in this for-
mula. Vitter said the decreasing 
state budget has disrupted the 
board’s use of the formula, and 
in order to uphold support for 
smaller schools, the university 
has had to sacrifice a portion of 
its share of funds.
“This university is under-
funded according to what 
the formula suggests, and, of 
course, there have been budget 
cuts, so it’s just the worst situa-
tion for budget,” Vitter said.
Vitter said the university is 
committed to its role as a 
difference-maker in the state 
but is operating under a fi-
nancial challenge.
“What people don’t realize is 
that we’ve really been cut to the 
bone and we are now threaten-
ing our basic infrastructure at 
a time when education is more 
important for Mississippi than 
ever,” Vitter said.
He said the last two years of 
budget cuts have made it diffi-
cult for the university to achieve 
its double-sided mission of 
keeping education accessi-
ble to everyone in Mississippi 
and maintaining quality as the 
state’s flagship university. Ole 
Miss is the only Carnegie R-1 
classified university in the state, 
and, combined with the Univer-
sity of Mississippi Medical Cen-
ter, receives the highest portion 
of IHL-allocated funding. In 
fiscal year 2018, the university 
and UMMC received $244 mil-
lion of the IHL’s $668.1 million 
in state funding.
“We have to maintain those 
standards,” Vitter said. “We 
have to get the absolute best 
people and keep them here, 
and therefore, salary is an im-
portant part of that.”
America’s widespread 
education crunch
Vitter said other states have 
also suffered setbacks in their 
education budgets this last de-
cade but have moved on and 
grown past them. Since 2016, 
the majority of Southeastern 
states’ legislatures have actual-
ly increased funding for higher 
education. Florida has seen an 
almost 16 percent increase in 
its education budget over two 
years, Tennessee’s funding has 
increased 12.5 percent and Al-
abama has gained 9 percent 
in state-appropriated funding. 
Meanwhile, higher education 
in Mississippi has experienced 
a 13.3 percent drop since 2016.
Vice Chancellor for Admin-
istration and Finance Larry 
Sparks said the challenges Ole 
Miss faces are not abnormal 
problems for a large public uni-
versity, as national enrollment 
in higher education has trended 
upwards historically. When the 
GI Bill passed in 1944, enroll-
ment in U.S. universities was 
split evenly between private 
and public institutions, but in 
2015, nearly 75 percent of col-
lege students were enrolled in 
public universities. Further-
more, Sparks said Mississippi’s 
economy has grown faster than 
its educational capabilities.
“We have been forced to be 
ahead of the curve,” Sparks said.
Sparks said the university 
used to receive the overwhelm-
ing majority of its funding from 
state-appropriated monies but 
now relies upon tuition, fees 
and other sources. In 1984, 60 
percent of the university’s ed-
ucation and general revenues 
came from state funding and 
just more than 30 percent came 
from tuition and fees. However, 
at the end of fiscal year 2017, 
the roles were reversed. Nearly 
80 percent of the school’s ed-
ucation and general revenues 
now comes from tuition and 
fees, and less than 20 percent is 
generated by state funding.
“Today, non-residents pro-
vide more funding than our leg-
islature,” Sparks said.
He said the increased reliance 
on tuition has made the compe-
tition of bringing in students 
and teachers alike much more 
fierce. Sparks said schools’ tu-
itions are now sticker prices, 
only further fueling the battle to 
keep residents in state and attract 
out-of-state students. As the price 
of operating a university as large 
as UM increases, the school has 
been forced to raise tuition and 
cut back on pay increases. Cost 
of attendance for out-of-state stu-
dents in the 2016-17 school year 
was $37,874 and rose to $40,076 
the next year.
Lobbying in Jackson
Last Wednesday, University 
Interim General Counsel Per-
ry Sansing headed to Jackson 
to meet with other IHL repre-
sentatives and state lawmakers 
as part of his regular duties to 
represent the school at legisla-
tive sessions. He said his task 
in lobbying on behalf of educa-
tion funding begins around this 
time every year, when the Leg-
islature turns to its finance bills. 
He and other IHL lawyers work 
as a team to explain the IHL 
board’s position and meet with 
legislators one on one.
“We are reminding legislators 
of what the chancellor and the 
presidents said,” Sansing said. 
“While we may have a lot of 
good things going on, we’ve got 
to continue that momentum, 
and continuing to cut higher 
education is going to diminish 
our ability to be as successful as 
we want to be.”
Sansing said he is optimistic 
about the IHL’s funding request 
and that the state’s revenue 
picture has improved recently. 
He said the Legislature under-
stands how important higher 
education is to the future of 
Mississippi and the high return 
investing in education brings.
“Ole Miss has been able to 
grow for a lot of reasons, one 
of which is we have strong aca-
demic programs that draw stu-
dents from all over Mississippi 
and even some out-of-state stu-
dents, but the Chancellor and 
other presidents have talked 
about the problem that could 
arise when the state isn’t fund-
ing higher education at the 
level it needs to be funded at,” 
Sansing said.
As this legislative session en-
ters the final stretch, both the 
House and Senate have shift-
ed focus to the state budget. 
All budget and bond bills must 
pass the opposite chamber’s 
floor by March 13, when they 
will be sent back to the cham-
bers in which they originated. 
After the House and Senate 
bills return to their respective 
chambers, legislators will have 
until the 16th to either concur 
or not concur, at which point 
the bills arrive in conference. 
Conference reports are due 
March 24, and all final bud-
get and bond bills must be on 
the governor’s desk by March 
27 at the latest. The session 
closes April 1, which is when 
the IHL will know how much 
of the desired funding it has 
earned back.
In Jackson, Sansing and the 
university are working with lo-
cal firm Butler-Snow Advisory 
to lobby during the legisla-
tive session. Sidney Allen, the 
firm’s senior government rela-
tions advisor, said his strategy 
is consistent with past years’ 
as far as presenting and justi-
fying the funding request.
“We are as well-positioned 
as I think we’ve ever been,” 
Allen said. “We’ve had a lot of 
legislative success in the last 
couple of years that our firm 
has been fortunate to be in-
volved in.”
Allen said his team takes a 
realistic approach to lobbying 
on behalf of the IHL. He said 
the Legislature looks at educa-
tion as a continuum across all 
of its levels, from K-12 to high-
er education, and that this leg-
islature in particular has spent 
more on education than ever 
before in the state’s history.
“The budget is getting 
squeezed left and right, but 
if you take all education to-
gether, I think it’s somewhere 
around 60 percent of the bud-
get,” Allen said.
The growing campus
Chancellor Vitter has been 
with Ole Miss 2016. He was 
hired at a time when full-time 
equivalent enrollment across 
all IHL schools had been 
hovering below 70,000 for four 
years and state-appropriated 
funding per student was on 
a three-year climb toward 
$5,500 per student. Now, IHL 
schools are home to 75,184 
full-time equivalent students 
who each represent $4,509 in 
state appropriations.
“When I started, we were ba-
sically right there on the cycle, 
and then by bad luck I guess the 
state’s been hit with budget cuts 
and the IHL system has gone 
in that direction,” Vitter said. 
“I saw this direction which I 
thought was at least promising, 
but you can’t win everything.”
While the state’s appropri-
ated higher education funding 
has decreased more than 13 
percent since 2016, the univer-
sity’s expenses only continue to 
rise. Vitter said promoting fac-
ulty and awarding tenure costs 
the university $320,000 each 
year and the university’s health 
insurance cost will increase by 
more than $670,000 in this 
next year. Utility costs, covering 
waste disposal and other un-
der-the-surface operations will 
increase more than $410,000 
this next year alone. Without 
changing the current staff or 
student population, Vitter said 
the university is facing rising 
costs of more than $1.4 million 
in just those three areas.
Vitter agreed with his team’s 
confidence in the Legislature 
to approve the IHL’s request 
for additional funding in order 
to keep Mississippi on an 
upward trajectory.
“Fundamentally, education 
is the great enabler that can 
really lift a society and create 
that dynamic that leads to 
success which will sustain 
itself,” Vitter said.
IHL
continued from page 1
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Recreational, Intramural, Club and Varsity
38522
The Grill at 1810 Conference Room
February 21 6:30pm
Join us for an informational meeting on 
participation in athletics.
Mississippi is on its way 
to being the first state in 
the nation to ban abortions 
after 15 weeks.
On Feb. 2, the Mississip-
pi House of Representatives 
passed House Bill 1510, 
which would prohibit abor-
tions after 15 weeks’ gesta-
tion, in a vote of 79 to 31. 
The bill would still need to 
be passed by the Senate and 
signed by Gov. Phil Bryant 
to become law.
“As I have repeatedly said, 
I want Mississippi to be the 
safest place in America for 
an unborn child,” Gov. Phil 
Bryant said in a Mississippi 
Today article. “House Bill 
1510 will help us achieve 
that goal, and I am grateful 
the House passed it. I look 
forward to signing it once 
the Senate follows suit.”
Mississippi, along with 
several other states, passed 
a bill in 2014 that banned 
abortions after 20 weeks. 
Exceptions to the law in-
cluded if the pregnancy en-
dangered the health of the 
mother and the fetus. The 
new bill would have similar 
exceptions.
Currently there is only 
one clinic that provides 
abortions in Mississippi, 
and it’s located in Jackson.
There is only one Planned 
Parenthood in Mississippi, 
located in Hattiesburg, but 
it does not provide abor-
tions. It will, however pro-
vide a referral list of health 
care providers that offer 
abortion services in the pa-
tient’s area if there are any.
Here in Oxford, there is a 
nonprofit pregnancy center 
that provides urine preg-
nancy tests, ultrasounds, 
prenatal vitamins and fo-
cuses on a woman’s options 
other than abortion.
“We were formed over 20 
years ago for the purpose of 
providing emotional, prac-
tical and spiritual support 
for women and their fami-
PHOTO  BY: MARLEE CRAWFORD
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of the South Awards and then 
grand champions is really a 
testament of just how amaz-
ing the Meek School is and 
the quality, real-life experi-
ence we’re getting working at 
the SMC.”
In addition to winning 17 
Best of the South awards, the 
Student Media Center team 
won awards in the on-site 
competitions, earning the ti-
tle of Grand Championship 
team. Points are based on 
universites’ first, second and 
third-place finishes in the 
competitions.
The Student Media Center 
had three first-place finishes 
in the onsite competitions. 
Devna Bose won for arts and 
entertainment writing; Mar-
lee Crawford for sports pho-
tography; and Ethel Mwedzi-
wendira for current events.
Second-place finishes in-
cluded Hayden Benge for 
newspaper design; Clifton 
Carroll for public relations 
and Marisa Morrissette for 
media history/law/ethics. 
Third-place winners were 
Matthew Hendley for TV an-
choring and DeAndria Turn-
er for radio reporting.
This was the sixth time in 
eight years that Ole Miss stu-
dents have won SEJC’s on-
site journalism Grand Cham-
pionship award.
Abbie McIntosh, News-
Watch station manager and 
first-place TV Hard News re-
porter winner, said that com-
peting in the onsite compe-
titions was a highlight of the 
weekend.
“It was real-world pres-
sure,” she said. “It was tough, 
but very rewarding in every-
thing we learned along the 
way.”
McIntosh said that win-
ning awards at SEJC meant 
the world to her and her staff.
“These awards let us and 
everyone else know that 
we’re doing good work,” she 
said. “Our hard work is be-
ing recognized, and that’s an 
awesome feeling.”
Patricia Thompson, Meek 
School assistant dean, who 
oversees the Student Media 
Center, accompanied stu-
dents on the trip.
“Year after year, our stu-
dents excel in both the Best 
of the South and the on-site 
competitions,” Thompson 
said. “Some of them are in 
our newsroom for many 
hours each day, five days a 
week. They use what they 
learn in classes to produce 
outstanding work, and they 
do so not just to gain prac-
tical experience for intern-
ships and jobs but also be-
cause they are passionate 
about keeping the campus 
and community informed 
about events and issues.”
SEJC
continued from page 1
school students and 
graduate students.”
Presidential candidates 
include Emily Tipton, Elam 
Miller, Wister Hitt and 
Dylan Wood. Walker Abel 
is running unopposed for 
vice president. Candidates 
for judicial chair are Alex 
Crouch and Bea Tisher. 
Austin Fiala and Katherine 
Sistrunk are running for 
attorney general, and Jon-
athan Cox is running unop-
posed for treasurer.
This election, candidates 
are discussing ideas such as 
campaign finance reform, 
election reform, inclusive-
ness, the role of student 
government with Ole Miss 
administration and judicial 
advisers for judicial appeals.
ASB President Dion Kevin 
said this election is an im-
portant election because it 
can “really determine which 
way ASB heads in.”
“It’s important for stu-
dents to be involved, in 
general,” Kevin said. “ASB 
is a great way for students 
use their voice. I’m excited 
to see what happens, and I 
hope we have a good turn-
out.”
Kevin said he does not 
plan on endorsing anyone 
but does hope his successor 
is someone who is “driven” 
and will lead the campus in 
a positive direction.
Candidates will make re-
marks about their platforms 
in a debate Wednesday, 
Feb. 28, at the Overby 
Center, and the inaugura-
tion will be April 13.
ASB
continued from page 1
Associated Student Body executive candidates set up their campaigning signs on Business Row on Sunday night.
THE DAILY MISSISSIPPIAN | 19 FEBRUARY 2018 | PAGE 5NEWS
38595
Recreational, Intramural, Club and Varsity
38522
The Grill at 1810 Conference Room
February 21 6:30pm
Join us for an informational meeting on 
participation in athletics.
House passes bill banning abortions after 15 weeks
Mississippi is on its way 
to being the first state in 
the nation to ban abortions 
after 15 weeks.
On Feb. 2, the Mississip-
pi House of Representatives 
passed House Bill 1510, 
which would prohibit abor-
tions after 15 weeks’ gesta-
tion, in a vote of 79 to 31. 
The bill would still need to 
be passed by the Senate and 
signed by Gov. Phil Bryant 
to become law.
“As I have repeatedly said, 
I want Mississippi to be the 
safest place in America for 
an unborn child,” Gov. Phil 
Bryant said in a Mississippi 
Today article. “House Bill 
1510 will help us achieve 
that goal, and I am grateful 
the House passed it. I look 
forward to signing it once 
the Senate follows suit.”
Mississippi, along with 
several other states, passed 
a bill in 2014 that banned 
abortions after 20 weeks. 
Exceptions to the law in-
cluded if the pregnancy en-
dangered the health of the 
mother and the fetus. The 
new bill would have similar 
exceptions.
Currently there is only 
one clinic that provides 
abortions in Mississippi, 
and it’s located in Jackson.
There is only one Planned 
Parenthood in Mississippi, 
located in Hattiesburg, but 
it does not provide abor-
tions. It will, however pro-
vide a referral list of health 
care providers that offer 
abortion services in the pa-
tient’s area if there are any.
Here in Oxford, there is a 
nonprofit pregnancy center 
that provides urine preg-
nancy tests, ultrasounds, 
prenatal vitamins and fo-
cuses on a woman’s options 
other than abortion.
“We were formed over 20 
years ago for the purpose of 
providing emotional, prac-
tical and spiritual support 
for women and their fami-
lies who find themselves in 
an unintended pregnancy,” 
said Rebecca Bishop, exec-
utive director of the Preg-
nancy Center of Oxford. 
“We are solely supported by 
local churches and individ-
uals who value the sanctity 
of human life from concep-
tion to natural death.”
Bishop said that although 
she would like to see abor-
tion outlawed all together, 
she is proud of the state rep-
resentatives who authored 
the bill and looks forward 
to seeing HB 1510 go into 
effect after the signature of 
the governor.
“I am praying for the day 
when abortions are com-
pletely banned altogether 
and are made unavailable 
because we, as a pro-life 
Christian community, have 
worked to create a culture 
of life where abortion is 
unthinkable because preg-
nant women have the sup-
port they need to carry their 
children to term and par-
ent them or make adoption 
plans for them,” Bishop 
said. “I would be proud to 
say I am from the state with 
the most pro-life laws.”
Pregnancy Center of Ox-
ford plans to continue nor-
mal operations whether or 
not the bill becomes a law.
About an hour north of 
Oxford is Planned Parent-
hood of Memphis, which 
serves about 9,000 patients 
a year, 13 percent of whom 
are from Mississippi ac-
cording to Aimee Lewis, vice 
president of external affairs.
Planned Parenthood 
offers a range of reproductive 
health services including 
annual exams, cancer 
screenings, contraception, 
STI testing and treatment, 
HIV counseling and testing, 
pregnancy testing and options 
counseling and medication 
and surgical abortion.
Lewis said she believes 
Mississippi imposing a 15-
week abortion ban should 
be illegal and would neg-
atively impact women in 
the state.
“A 15-week abortion 
ban is an unconstitutional 
attempt by opponents to 
impose restrictions on 
access to safe and legal 
abortion,” Lewis said. 
“Abortion is a deeply 
personal, often complicated 
decision for a woman to 
make. These decisions 
should be made by a woman, 
in consultation with her 
doctor, her family and her 
faith – not by politicians.”
Lewis said she believes 
abortions should remain a 
safe and legal medical pro-
cedure for women across 
the country.
“Politicians should not 
be involved in a woman’s 
personal medical deci-
sions about her pregnan-
cy,” she said.
Lewis said Planned Par-
enthood of Memphis plans 
to continue to serve pa-
tients from Mississippi in 
whatever capacity it can.
She said Planned Parent-
hood is proud to serve Mis-
sissippians and believes all 
women and families de-
serve the highest quality 
of care regardless of where 
they live.
“We know that when 
people are truly cared for, 
they make their lives, their 
families and their commu-
nities better and healthier. 
Our doors are open to ev-
eryone – no matter their 
race, gender, religion, sex-
ual orientation, income, 
country of origin or zip 
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As I have repeatedly said, I 
want Mississippi to be the 
safest place in America for an 
unborn child. House Bill 1510 
will help us achieve that goal, 
and I am grateful the House 
passed it. I look forward to 
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‘Black Panther’ adds new perspective to Marvel world
Kendrick Lamar shines on ‘Black Panther’ album
After Kendrick Lamar re-
leased his most commer-
cially successful album in 
“DAMN.” last year, many 
assumed he would slink 
back to the shadows. How-
ever, Lamar has, surprising-
ly, done just the opposite.
The Grammy-winning 
emcee was given the keys by 
Marvel Studios to produce 
the entire soundtrack to 
the “Black Panther” movie. 
For a rapper to be granted 
full creative control over 
a soundtrack of this mag-
nitude is a huge deal for 
not just Kendrick Lamar 
but also the entire hip-hop 
genre. “Black Panther: The 
Album” employs a slew of 
hip-hop and R&B to bring 
life to Kendrick’s cinematic 
canvas.
The opening track, “Black 
Panther,” is the only song 
in which Kendrick is alone. 
The track is everything you’d 
normally expect from K.Dot 
as he changes his flow, en-
ergy and cadence multiple 
times while accompanied by 
a rather fluid instrumental.
The production starts 
with a simple tune from a 
piano before erupting with 
a flurry of drums in unison 
with Kendrick’s spazzing 
and returning back to the 
mundane piano melody. The 
song reflects the flexibility 
that has defined Kendrick 
Lamar’s career and the ver-
satility he showcases during 
the course of the album.
Kendrick is the unifying 
force that keeps the album 
intact. He inserts himself in 
nearly every song, whether 
it’s a verse on “Big Shot” or 
some impromptu harmoniz-
ing with Swae Lee on “The 
Ways.” However, no matter 
how he decides to contrib-
ute, Kendrick never robs 
the other featured artists 
of their spotlight. His con-
tributions are mostly well-
placed and much-needed.
The one exception would 
have to be his hook on “X.” 
I am not sure whether it is 
how his voice meshes with 
the beat or that his hook is 
just plain annoying, but it 
nearly ruins the entire song.
Upon further review, 
tracks 2 through 5 are just 
cool. “X” has some great 
verses from School Boy Q 
and 2Chainz, who are be-
coming the poster boys for 
consistency, but Kendrick’s 
hook sort of spoils the song.
“The Ways” features some 
sweet vocals from Khalid 
and Swae Lee as they give 
off secluded island resort 
vibes. “Opps” is a fun song 
in which the sound of a so-
nar and the distortion of the 
artists’ voices make it sound 
as though the song was re-
corded hundreds of feet un-
der sea.
The soundtrack really 
comes alive on “I Am” fea-
turing Jorja Smith. First, 
the low strings on the in-
strumental create an allur-
ing sound that draws in lis-
teners, and then Jorja pulls 
her guests out of a trance 
with her warm voice. Her 
vocals sound so enticing in 
contrast to the instrumen-
tal that it does not really 
matter what she is saying. 
I might have had an out-of-
body experience while lis-
tening for the first time. The 
song concludes on a great 
note as Kendrick’s voice ris-
es from nothing and the in-
strumental transitions into 
something with a little more 
consonance.
After the splendid song 
from Jorja, the soundtrack 
mashes the accelerator 
and never looks back. The 
next track, “Paramedic,” 
is bursting with energy. A 
group by the name of SOB 
X RBE unites with Kendrick 
on the song and raps with 
an almost violent aban-
don. If the song had lasted 
more than another minute, 
I might have contemplated 
joining a gang.
The best bars on the en-
tire soundtrack belong to 
none other than Ab-Soul 
on “Bloody Waters.” Soul is 
so unreal on this song that 
I nearly forget the fire con-
tributions from Anderson 
.Paak and James Blake. I 
struggled to wrap my mind 
around all of Ab-Soul’s slick 
wordplay such as in the 
opening lines, “Blood on my 
hands, I’ma need hot agua 
/ You gon’ meet Jamaica, I 
won’t say it in Patois.” Ab-
Soul’s verses are arguably 
the peak of the album.
Although “Bloody Waters” 
is the pinnacle of the album, 
there are plenty of bright 
spots on the latter half of 
the soundtrack. Jay Rock’s 
verse on “King’s Dead” is 
very welcome, even though 
that atrocious verse from 
Future should have been 
burned with fire. Zacari 
takes over two songs and 
inspires thoughts of the 
jungle with the help of 
Babes Wodumo and some 
drums. Mozzy cooly raps 
about the struggles of his 
childhood and his people 
on “Seasons.”
“Black Panther: The Al-
bum” has moments that will 
give you chills and make you 
eager to return for a listen 
without the movie. Howev-
er, these moments are flash-
es in the pan, thus leaving 
the rest of the album to be 
just a nice listen. In all hon-
esty, that is fine, seeing how 
soundtracks usually are not 
collections of songs you in-
dulge in outside of a movie. 
The soundtrack leaves a lot 
to be desired, but it defi-
nitely serves its purpose.
JORDAN MAURY
STAFF WRITER
When a movie is well-an-
ticipated, it is rare that it 
exceeds expectations in 
every category. However, 
“Black Panther” is every-
thing I imagined and much 
more. “Black Panther” is a 
cultural jewel with its polit-
ical commentary and spills 
of humor, embodying the 
phrase “for the culture.”
Initially, I was impressed 
with the visuals of this mov-
ie that made Wakanda re-
alistic. In the movie, audi-
ences were allowed a peek 
into the beautiful African 
utopia of Wakanda, un-
touched by racism and co-
lonialism. Wakanda is also 
technologically advanced 
with futuristic structures. 
We see the advancements of 
this African country due to 
an abundance of vibranium, 
a glowing blue substance 
that is the world’s strongest 
metal. Vibranium brings 
the country power and rich-
es, prompting Wakanda’s 
isolation from the rest of 
the world.
T’Challa, Black Panther 
and king of Wakanda, bat-
tles with the decision to re-
main isolated or right the 
country’s wrongs with inno-
vation.
As an audience, we accom-
pany T’Challa on the jour-
ney of finding himself as he 
tries to fit his father’s shoes 
as king and decide what’s 
best for Wakanda. T’Challa 
is a born warrior, but Chad 
Boseman brings a certain 
softness to the superhero 
with whom the audience 
can’t help but empathize. 
Boseman portrays this in 
many ways during this film 
as he jokes with his younger 
sister, Shuri, and confides 
in his old flame, Nakia. We 
can’t help but fall in love 
with the king of Wakanda.
The women of Wakanda 
also play vital roles in the 
authenticity of this film.
Danai Gurira plays Okoye, 
the leader of Dora Milaje, 
an army of female warriors 
who face their battles fierce-
ly. Okoye, the leader of the 
female warriors, supplies 
some the film’s best action 
scenes, especially when she 
snatches off her wig in the 
blink of an eye as she shows 
off her moves. Hollywood’s 
sweetheart Lupita Nyong’o 
plays Nakia, a Wakanda spy 
and T’Challa’s old flame. 
Nakia also accompanies 
Black Panther in fighting for 
Wakanda. Audiences can’t 
help but be inspired by her 
ability to take matters into 
her own hands. Last but not 
least, T’Challa’s little sister 
has smarts and humor that 
she often uses on her broth-
er. The women of Wakanda 
are extremely powerful and 
serve as a great means of 
representation.
We even get a chance to 
see Daniel Kaluuya return 
from the sunken place as 
W’Kabi, a Wakandan warrior.
Representation is what 
makes this movie so monu-
mental for people of color. 
To my surprise, the char-
acter I related to the most 
was Killmonger, played by 
Michael B. Jordan. I knew I 
would be somewhat infatu-
ated with this character, but 
to my surprise, I was able to 
sympathize with his char-
acter, as well. Killmonger 
is villainous; however, it’s 
clear that there is a method 
to his madness. Killmon-
ger’s methods are extreme 
and threatening, but I still 
sympathize with his pride, 
motives and desire to help 
his people.
The director, Ryan 
Coogler, does a great job of 
adding his own twist to this 
film, making it stand out 
from other Marvel films. 
Although this movie takes 
place mostly in Wakanda, 
the film still touches 
on issues in America 
such as the ill treatment 
of African-Americans. 
“Black Panther” adds a 
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UM alumnus pens official ‘Black Panther’ novel
DEVNA BOSE 
LIFESTYLES EDITOR
PHOTO FROM: DAILY MISSISSIPPIAN ARCHIVES
Holly Springs native Jesse 
Holland crafted his most recent 
novel, “Black Panther: Who 
is the Black Panther?,” using 
skills he honed during his un-
dergraduate years at Ole Miss.
Holland started at Ole Miss 
in 1989, immediately going 
to work for the Oxford Eagle. 
There, he covered the town 
of Water Valley, high school 
sports and just “whatever had 
to be done.” One of his most 
memorable moments was 
when a writer came in the of-
fice asking if anyone wanted to 
interview him. That writer was 
John Grisham.
Later, Holland worked for 
The Daily Mississippian, then 
known just as The Mississip-
pian, as a news editor before 
climbing to managing editor all 
the way to editor-in-chief and 
helped craft a comic strip along 
with two other students called 
“Hippie and the Black Guy” 
that made light of stereotypes 
for the paper, all while a full-
time student double majoring 
in journalism and English. He 
also worked for Rebel Radio as 
a DJ for his rap show and talk 
show, and was a cameraman 
for the school’s TV newscast.
“All of the professors at Ole 
Miss insisted that we all learn 
different forms of journalism. 
I went from room to room in 
Farley Hall,” Holland said. “I 
tried to stick my finger in every 
form of journalism I could, and 
Ole Miss encouraged it.”
Meek School of Journalism 
and New Media Dean Will 
Norton found Holland when 
he was in high school in Mount 
Pleasant and encouraged him 
to come to Ole Miss.
“I would have never been at 
Ole Miss if it wasn’t for Dean 
Norton,” Holland said. “He has 
been to a great mentor to me all 
of these years.”
Norton described Holland as 
“exceptional” and credited his 
success to his work ethic.
“I wish I had his character. 
He is so honest and hardwork-
ing, and he never complains. If 
he talks about something being 
bad, he does so with a smile on 
his face,” Norton said. “When 
Jesse Holland tells you some-
thing you can trust that it’s the 
truth. I look up to him, not just 
because he’s taller than me.”
Ever since his time at Ole 
Miss, Holland has been writing 
books and for the Associated 
Press and now lives in Wash-
ington, D.C.
Holland has been writing 
since 2005, his books mainly 
focusing on African-American 
history, and was approached by 
an editor at Lucas Films in 2016 
about writing the backstory for 
a character named Finn in the 
“Star Wars” trilogy.
“(Star Wars) was one of the 
first films I saw in a theater,” he 
said. “I jumped at the chance, 
and ‘The Force Awakens: Finn’s 
Story’ came out.”
After reading the story, an 
editor at Marvel contacted Hol-
land about writing a story for 
the latest film about the Black 
Panther. A comic book fan, 
Holland readily agreed.
“Marvel wanted a novel retell-
ing the origin of the Black Pan-
ther in time for the 2018 movie 
release so people wouldn’t have 
to read all of the comic books to 
figure out his history,” he said. 
“I’ve been reading them since I 
was 5 or 6 years old.”
Holland said he had an ad-
vantage because he wouldn’t 
need to be sent the comic books 
– he already owned them all.
“Back at Ole Miss, I used 
to drive from campus to 
Memphis to be there when 
the comic books came out on 
Wednesdays. It was a weekly 
pilgrimage for me and my 
friends,” he said. “When Marvel 
came to me, I said, ‘I have all 
of the comic books down in 
my basement.’ It was a great 
experience – it gave me an 
excuse to read comic books.”
Dex McCarter, Holland’s fra-
ternity brother with whom he 
pledged the Eta Zeta chapter of 
Omega Phi Psi Fraternity, Inc., 
the first black Greek-lettered 
charter at Ole Miss, remem-
bered Holland’s love of comic 
books in college.
“We knew he was destined 
for this. The things he’s done 
have prepared him for this, and 
he has always had a passion for 
comic books,” McCarter said. 
“Even in college, he would read 
comic books. He’s just the right 
person for it. I’m so proud of 
him. He’s always been a peren-
nial all-star. Anything he did, 
he did well and with passion. 
To me, he tells every story 
like it is, and that’s what you 
see in his books, including 
‘Black Panther.’”
Holland drew inspiration for 
his novel about the Black Pan-
ther from his own life, some-
thing he’s learned to do with his 
fiction writing over the years.
“A lot of people in my life 
are represented from the book. 
You write what you see and 
you write what you know. I pull 
from every source that I can,” 
he said. “The speech patterns 
come from people I see on a 
daily basis.”
Marvel gave Holland free 
reign to work on the book, so he 
started it in Washington, D.C., 
where he lives at places he’s 
familiar with, like the Smith-
sonian’s National Museum 
of African American History 
and Culture.
“If you’re the king of Wakan-
da, where else would you 
go?” he said.
Marvin King, professor 
of political science and Afri-
can-American history, met Hol-
land as an alumnus and said 
he believes his background in 
history research has made his 
fiction writing stronger.
“He brings a lot of knowl-
edge about the subject,” he said. 
“He’s done so much prior re-
search about historical matters 
of race in America. He’s worked 
in a lot of different places, so 
he’s been exposed to a lot of dif-
ferent stories as a reporter, and 
I think that’s all coming togeth-
er in his latest project.”
Holland said he incorporat-
ed as much of the real world as 
possible, but shied away from 
including much politics.
“I did do a little flavor of 
what the world would be like 
if these characters were real. 
How would the politics of a hid-
den country in Africa play with 
America?” he said. “But this is a 
superhero story – I had to make 
sure there were enough punch-
es being thrown. I don’t delve 
too much into ‘meat grinder’ 
politics. I tried to look at it from 
the point of view from someone 
from Wakanda.”
The movie shattered box of-
fice records and is expected to 
earn $218 million domestically 
and $387 million worldwide for 
the four-day holiday weekend. 
Malco’s Oxford Commons Cin-
ema Grill was overflowing with 
crowds to see “Black Panther” 
for the film’s opening. Holland 
went to go see it with his kids 
Thursday night.
On the film’s signifi-
cance, Holland stressed the 
importance of having an 
African-American superhe-
ro protagonist.
“Growing up, I didn’t have 
those type of heros on the big 
screen. There were very few 
African or African-American 
superheroes on television or 
movies when I grew up. Today, 
kids will have these charac-
ters – they will be able to say, 
‘I want to be that,’” he said. “I 
got the chance to take my kids 
Thursday night, and they were 
transfixed because out of all 
the superhero stories they’ve 
seen, never have they been to a 
superhero movie where every-
body looks like them. That’s so 
important for the kids, and I’m 
just happy that I got to play a 
small part in crafting this char-
acter for the new century.”
PHOTO COURTESY: UM COMMUNICATIONS
While Jesse Holland was editor-in-chief of The Daily Mississippian, he along with David Hitt and Lain Hughes wrote a comic strip called ‘Hippie and the Black Guy’ which went on for at least five years. 
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Complete the grid so 
that every row, column 
and 3x3 box contains the 
numbers 1 through 9 with 
no repeats.
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CROSSWORD PUZZLE BROUGHT TO YOU BY DOMINO’S
SUDOKU PUZZLE BROUGHT TO YOU BY OLE MISS GOLF COURSE
SOLUTION TO 2.16.2018 PUZZLEACROSS
  1 Sacred song
  6 Pouches
10 OPEC units
14 Up ___ (trapped)
15 Pile
16 Part of QED
17 Damp
18 A Chaplin
19  “David Copperfield” 
wife
20 Dance step





30 ___ Only Just Begun
33 Go with











58 Capital of Malaysia
61 ___ Canals
62 Business letter abbr.
63 Growl
64  Ages between 13 
and 19
66 After the bell
67 Romeo’s last words




71 End of ___
DOWN
  1 Argentine plain
  2 Brown ermine
  3 Spring up
  4 ___ Misérables
  5 Spunk
  6 Weaned pig
  7 Long time
  8  Injectable diazepam, 
in military lingo






23 Make a speech








35  George Gershwin’s 
brother
36 Personal quirk
37  Mystery writer 
Josephine
39 Place to sweat it out
42 Mtn. stat










57 Old Testament book
59  Word processing 
command
60 Common street name
65 Ages and ages
Crossword puzzle provided by BestCrosswords.com (www.bestcrosswords.com). Used with permission.
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As March approaches, where does Ole Miss stand?
Over the past seven 
games, Ole Miss fans have 
watched their basketball 
team slip down a dangerous 
path; after maintaining a 
record above .500 for much 
of the season, the Rebels 
are now a generous 11-16 
and struggling. At this point 
in the season, fans are no 
longer worrying about when 
the Rebels will win again. 
No, now the focus is if the 
Rebels will win another 
game this season.
Last fall, there was plen-
ty of March Madness hype 
surrounding Ole Miss. The 
roster looked to be the 
strongest in years, and  head 
coach Andy Kennedy was as 
confident as ever. But that 
kind of talk is long over. 
Five games under the .500 
mark, Ole Miss has just four 
games left in the season to 
make a case for a National 
Invitational Tournament 
(NIT) bid. A second-tier 
postseason tournament, the 
Rebels are legitimately on 
the NIT bubble. Looking at 
the remaining games on its 
schedule, the chances are not 
looking good for Ole Miss.
As of 2006, teams are no 
longer required to be at or 
above a .500 record to qual-
ify for the NIT. However, 
the selection committee pri-
marily considers teams that 
are “near the .500 mark” for 
placement in the tourna-
ment. Ole Miss’ 11-16 is not 
near .500. Teams simply 
cannot expect a decent post-
season tournament berth 
with a .407 win percentage. 
Realistically, the Rebels will 
need to win at least two of 
their remaining four games 
if they are to have any shot 
at all of being chosen for the 
NIT. With that ultimatum in 
mind, the outlook in Oxford 
is bleak.
On Tuesday night, Ole 
Miss will go on the road 
to take on Mizzou, who al-
ready beat the Rebels in a 
somewhat-close matchup a 
few weeks ago in front of a 
loud Pavilion crowd. Argu-
ably, Ole Miss has only spi-
raled further out of control 
since. Following that game, 
the team will return home 
to take on a red-hot No. 18 
Tennessee team that ab-
solutely thrashed the Reb-
els in Knoxville earlier this 
year. Immediately following 
will be a road trip to Lexing-
ton, which speaks for itself. 
Even as Kentucky continues 
to play one of its least im-
pressive seasons over the 
past decade, the Wildcats 
are an elite group. The Reb-
els’ season will end at home 
against Vanderbilt, who has 
the same record as Kenne-
dy’s team.
Realistically, the Mizzou 
game will be tough for the 
Rebels, but it is not impos-
sible. Without Michael Por-
ter Jr., the Tigers are mor-
tal. Good? Yes, but beatable. 
This game is probably a 
must-win to keep March’s 
NIT hopes alive. Barring 
miracles even Marshall 
Henderson would be im-
pressed with, the Tennessee 
and Kentucky games are ba-
sically guaranteed notches 
in the loss column. The sea-
son could end with a toss-
up game pitting Ole Miss 
against fellow SEC-bottom 
dweller Vanderbilt. While 
the Rebels will have home-
court advantage, they have 
not demonstrated much 
aversion to adversity in the 
2017-18 season. Anything 
could happen, but do not 
expect the unexpected.
All conference champions 
who are not given bids to 
the NCAA Tournament are 
guaranteed bids to the NIT, 
so if the Rebels are unable 
to salvage a pair of wins 
from their remaining sched-
ule, it would take an SEC 
Tournament championship 
to revive their postseason 
hopes. Not likely, but then 
again, Ole Miss basketball is 
long overdue for some luck.
BEN MILLER
STAFF WRITER
PHOTO BY: MARLEE CRAWFORD
Guard Markel Crawford (5) works around an Arkansas defender toward the basket last week. The Rebels’ overall record 
is 11-16.
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Softball returns from Mexico trip with trio of wins
After having the team’s 
opening series cut short 
because of rain, Ole Miss 
softball took to sunny 
Mexico for the Puerto 
Vallarta College Challenge 
over the weekend and took 
the tournament by storm.
In the first matchup of the 
weekend, the No. 15 Rebels 
took on the Texas Longhorns 
in a must-win momentum 
builder. With Kaitlin Lee 
back in the circle, the Rebel 
bats were able to play offen-
sively from the get-go, know-
ing that their ace would keep 
the opponent’s door shut on 
defense.
The Rebels did just that. 
Kylan Becker singled sharp-
ly up the middle, and three 
straight walks saw Ole Miss 
jump out to a one-run lead 
in the first inning. After a 
quick bottom half, Ole Miss 
used small ball to add to its 
lead and never looked back. 
Scoring a run in six of the 
seven innings, Ole Miss won 
the opening game of the 
tournament 8-2 after Lee 
threw a scoreless first four 
innings and held the Long-
horns to four hits.
However, day two did not 
go as smoothly. Squaring 
off against Houston, Ole 
Miss surrendered an early 
two-run lead and was un-
able to come back, falling 
6-0. With Lee on the bench, 
Brittany Finney made the 
start and allowed three runs 
on six hits in only two in-
nings. In her relief, Morgan 
Bruce gave up three runs on 
nine hits.
While the pitching strug-
gled, the Rebel bats were 
unable to find their groove 
and couldn’t break the 
shutout despite multiple 
chances with runners in 
scoring position.
In the final day of the tour-
nament, Ole Miss was able to 
refocus and picked up a pair 
of quality wins Saturday.
Jumping out to an early 
lead over the Rutgers Scar-
let Knights in the morning 
game, the Rebels scored in 
each of the first three in-
nings on the way to the first 
run-rule victory of the sea-
son, winning 9-1.
In the Rebel route, lefty 
freshman Anna Borgen 
stepped into the circle for 
the first time in red and blue 
and threw four scoreless in-
nings, marking her first-ever 
collegiate win.
Saturday’s primetime tilt 
came against No. 3 Oregon, 
with Lee back in the circle 
to face the Ducks. In a game 
that remained scoreless 
through regulation, it was 
the senior ace’s time to shine 
once again.
After sitting down the first 
nine batters she faced, it 
was a single up the middle 
that broke up the no-hitter 
in the fourth. While Lee was 
in the zone, it was clear that 
Oregon’s Megan Kleist was 
prepared to match the heat 
coming from her opposition 
and retired the Rebels’ first 
11 batters.
As the game continued, 
neither team was able to 
capitalize on the few oppor-
tunities it had to score runs, 
and the game extended into 
extra innings, still scoreless.
Neither team able to con-
vert in the eighth, the ninth 
inning began with some 
hope for the Ducks, able to 
put two runners in scoring 
position. Lee quickly di-
minished any optimism and 
brought her team up to bat 
with another chance to win 
the game.
Following International 
Tiebreaker rules, Ole Miss’ 
Paige McKinney was placed 
on second base to begin the 
Rebel half, and Elantra Cox 
stepped in to the plate with 
one out. Slapping a single 
that would score McKinney, 
the walkoff, nine-inning, 1-0 
victory would see the Reb-
els leave Mexico 3-1 on the 
weekend and 6-2 overall.
Ole Miss will play its 
first home tournament this 
weekend, kicking off the Red 
and Blue Classic on Friday 
against Southern Illinois 
University Edwardsville at 3 
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Applications available for Student Media 
Center leadership positions for 2018-2019
• Daily Mississippian 
Editor-in-Chief
• The Ole Miss yearbook 
Editor-in-Chief
• NewsWatch Ole Miss 
Manager
• Rebel Radio manager
Pick up an application at the Student 
Media Center, 201 Bishop Hall, during 
business hours, 8-5, M-F. Previous Student 
Media experience required. These are paid 
positions that require a minimum 2.5 GPA, 
and full-time student status. 
APPLICATION DEADLINE: FRIDAY, FEB. 23
PHOTO COURTESY: JOSHUA MCCOY | OLE MISS ATHLETICS
Elantra Cox celebrates after her double allows a Rebel to score. The Rebels defeated No. 3 Oregon 1-0 in the Puerto Val-
larta College Challenge this past weekend.
Applicants must be a full-time student and 
have a knowledge of the game.
Responsibilities include: practice setup and 
breakdown, video editing, laundry, and 
providing daily assistance to coaching staff.
Ole Miss Soccer has openings for manager positions
If interested please send information to soccer@olemiss.edu
34246
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CLASSIFIEDS  
INFORMATION
The DEADLINE to place, correct 
or cancel an ad is 12 p.m. one 
business day in advance. The Daily 
Mississippian is published Monday 
through Friday. 
Classified ads must be prepaid. 
All major credit cards accepted. 
No refunds on classified ads once 
published.
The DM reserves the right to refuse 
ads that appear to offer unrealistic or 
questionable products or services.





TIRED OF ROOMMATES? 1 bed-
room 1 bath w/ study. 2950 S. Lamar. 
Single occupancy Ole Miss student 
only! $510 (662) 832-0117 
APARTMENT FOR RENT
BETWEEN SQUARE AND CAMPUS 
403 S. 5th. 2 spacious bedroom. 1 
bath. $1010 month (662) 832-0117 
LARGE 2 BEDROOM/2.5 BATH 
townhouse with W/ D, water, and ca-
ble included. No pets. 1 year lease. 
Quiet atmosphere. Deposit required. 
Call (662) 234-0000 
HOUSE FOR RENT
3 BEDROOM 3 BATH ALL APPLI-
ANCES INCLUDED $900.00 DEPOS-
IT/$900.00/ MO. TIMBER LAKES
(662) 473-2885 (662) 473-2114 
38543
Sun.-Wed. 10:30am-1:00am, Thurs.-Sat. 10:30am-2:00am
PROUD PARTNER
with OLE MISS DINING
Q A&
After the university submitted its appeal of the NCAA Committee on Infractions decision, The Daily Mississippian spoke 




THE DAILY MISSISSIPPIAN: Why 
is it important for you and 
Chancellor Vitter to continue 
fighting the NCAA decision/
penalties?
ROSS BJORK:  We believe 
that all universities 
should be treated in a fair, 
equitable, and consistent 
manner during any NCAA 
investigation and infractions 
case. After discovering that 
violations occurred within 
our athletics program, we 
took strong action, held 
ourselves accountable by self-
imposing strong penalties 
and separating ourselves 
from individuals who were 
involved in violations. When 
violations were alleged that 
did not have evidence to 
substantiate a finding, we 
voiced our disagreement 
and don’t believe those 
allegations should have been 
part of our case. In addition, 
the imposition of a second 
year post-season ban in 
football has severe financial 
penalties since we lose 
revenue through the SEC 
and this penalty punishes 
young men in our program 
who had nothing to do with 
the violations. We believe 
the penalties are excessive 
and it is our duty to stand 
up for our athletics program 
when we feel it is the right 
thing to do.  
 
DM: How confident is the 
Athletics Department feeling 
that the NCAA will accept 
the appeals?
RB: From the beginning 
of this entire case, we have 
had a great team working for 
the university. We believe 
we have relevant points 
that demonstrate we have a 
strong case and our appeal 
document reflects this 
compelling position.     
 
DM: Despite all of the 
recent NCAA news, Ole 
Miss recently had a very 
successful signing day. Do 
you think the NCAA decision 
will affect recruiting for next 
year’s team at all?
 
RB: One of the positive 
aspects of the NCAA decision 
is now our program has 
clarity. We know what the 
worst case scenario is for our 
football program, and we 
can all start the rejuvenation 
process of working together 
to rebuild our program into 
a championship contender. 
Therefore, our coaches have 
done a great job on the 
recruiting trail of building 
relationships with prospects, 
families and coaches who see 
Ole Miss as a great place for 
them to earn their degree and 
play football at the highest 
level. Having a clear picture 
of where our program stands 
has really helped recruiting, 
and it will only get better 
from here.  
DM: Is there anything else 
you think is important for 
the community to know 
about this?
RB: Ole Miss is a great 
university, and Oxford is an 
amazing town to live in. We 
have a great foundation that 
is in place that will allow us 
to overcome these challenges 
and continue to be an asset 
for the entire university 
community. Athletics is not 
the most important aspect of 
the university, but we are the 
most visible. Therefore, it is 
our obligation to do things 
the right way and add value 
to the entire university. We 
are committed to moving 
forward and building our 
program so everyone in the 
Ole Miss family can be proud. 
Please recycle your DM!
reduce  |  reuse  |  recycle
FILE PHOTO BY: BILLY SCHUERMAN
Athletics Director Ross Bjork announced the decision to appeal the NCAA ruling in December. 
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24 HOUR INFRARED 
FITNESS STUDIO
Premature evacuation: Andy Kennedy steps down
Ole Miss men’s basketball 
will get its new coach a few 
games earlier than expected.
Andy Kennedy is stepping 
down from his position as 
head coach effective imme-
diately, according to a state-
ment published Sunday af-
ternoon. Kennedy originally 
announced on Feb. 12 his in-
tent to step down at the end 
of the season but changed 
his mind.
“We all know that ‘clean 
breaks’ are always best, 
and I should have realized 
this last Monday,” Kenne-
dy said in his statement. 
“My apologies.”
In his statement, Kenne-
dy cited “external pressure” 
on his players as the reason 
for his early departure. The 
Rebels are currently 11-16 
and have now lost back-
to-back games to Arkansas 
and Mississippi State since 
Kennedy’s announcement 
last Monday.
Assistant coach Tony 
Madlock will take over head 
coaching duties for the re-
mainder Ole Miss’ season. 
Madlock, who played at the 
University of Memphis, is 
currently coaching his fourth 
season with Ole Miss and has 
coached collegiate basket-
ball for more than 20 years.
The men’s basketball pro-
gram has struggled under 
Kennedy this season and is 
in the midst of a seven-game 
losing streak.
Athletics Director Ross 
Bjork also released a state-
ment saying he spoke with 
Kennedy this morning and 
supported the now-former 
coach’s decision.
“While we had hoped to 
relieve some pressure with 
last week’s announcement, it 
simply did not work out that 
way,” Bjork said. “Our stu-
dent-athletes are the most 
important aspect of our ath-
letics program, and we must 
always put them in the best 
position for success, no mat-
ter what. Coach Kennedy 
will always be remembered 
as an Ole Miss Rebel, and we 
wish him the best.”
Kennedy is the winningest 
coach in Ole Miss men’s 
basketball history and com-
pleted 11 consecutive .500-
plus seasons from 2006-
2017. In 2013, the Rebels 
won the SEC Championship 
and was named SEC Coach 
of the Year.
The basketball team will 
hit the road to take on Miz-





My announcement on Monday, February 12, declaring my 
impending resignation was intended to:
1. Lift “the cloud” forming over our program due to con-
tinued speculation regarding my future as head coach.
2. Stop any divisive distraction that the speculation was 
causing among our supporters (Rebel Nation) and 
all Ross to move forward with securing the next head 
coach for the program.
3. Relieve any external pressure being felt by our current 
players.
While I believe the first two of these intended goals were 
accomplished, the third was not.
It has become readily apparent to me that my continued 
presence as the head coach is proving detrimental to 
these players finishing the season in a fashion that is 
representative of The Standard for this program that has 
been clearly established and maintained for over a decade; 
therefore, I believe that it is in everyone’s best interest that 
I exit my role as head coach effective immediately. We all 
know that “clean breaks” are always best, and I should have 
realized this last Monday. My apologies.
As I’ve stated before, I am Very Thankful to have had 
the opportunity to serve as the Head Coach for Men’s 
Basketball at The University of Mississippi for 12 years! This 
Community, this University, the SEC, have all overwhelmed 
me and my family with incredible grace and support. We 
will forever be woven into the fabric of this Very Special 
place – “Hell Yeah, Damn Right!!”
a championship contender. 
Therefore, our coaches have 
done a great job on the 
recruiting trail of building 
relationships with prospects, 
families and coaches who see 
Ole Miss as a great place for 
them to earn their degree and 
play football at the highest 
level. Having a clear picture 
of where our program stands 
has really helped recruiting, 
and it will only get better 
from here.  
DM: Is there anything else 
you think is important for 
the community to know 
about this?
RB: Ole Miss is a great 
university, and Oxford is an 
amazing town to live in. We 
have a great foundation that 
is in place that will allow us 
to overcome these challenges 
and continue to be an asset 
for the entire university 
community. Athletics is not 
the most important aspect of 
the university, but we are the 
most visible. Therefore, it is 
our obligation to do things 
the right way and add value 
to the entire university. We 
are committed to moving 
forward and building our 
program so everyone in the 
Ole Miss family can be proud. 
Please recycle your DM!
reduce  |  reuse  |  recycle
ILLUSTRATION BY: MARLEE CRAWFORD
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Rebels sweep Winthrop in opening weekend rout
Closing out its first 
weekend series of the 
season, the Ole Miss 
baseball team ground out a 
3-1 win to complete its sweep 
of Winthrop. Coach Mike 
Bianco’s team struggled to 
figure out Winthrop’s ace of 
a starting pitcher but found 
a way to close out the win.
After an offensive out-
burst of 15 runs over the 
series’ first two games, the 
Rebels had to rely on their 
pitchers to keep them in the 
game. Starter James McAr-
thur struggled with his com-
mand early on, walking two 
batters and hitting another 
to load the bases in the first. 
His ability to produce clutch 
strikeouts, however, kept 
the Eagles from putting up 
big innings. The lone Win-
throp run surrendered came 
from a throwing error by 
McArthur, overthrowing 
Tyler Keenan at third base. 
This was Winthrop’s first 
lead of the weekend and was 
later erased in the bottom 
half of the same inning.
McArthur’s high pitch 
count led to him being 
pulled after five innings of 
work. The bullpen came in 
and finished strong. Fresh-
man lefthander Jordan 
Fowler impressed in his 
Rebel debut by striking out 
three hitters over two in-
nings of work. Will Ethridge 
faced four batters and gave 
up no solid contact in the 
eighth inning. He set up 
closer Dallas Woolfolk to 
come in and finish the game 
with two strikeouts, earn-
ing himself the save. Bian-
co had high praise for his 
pitching staff, which gave 
up just a single run over the 
weekend.
“When you are on game 
three and Will Ethridge 
and Dallas Woolfolk have 
not thrown yet, it has been 
a pretty good weekend on 
the mound,” Bianco said. 
“There is nobody better 
than Dallas at the end. As 
a coach, it makes you feel 
good when you have a lead 
running him out there in 
the ninth.”
Sunday’s game was much 
different at the plate for 
Ole Miss. Winthrop’s hurler 
Nate Pawelczyk only gave 
up one hit and one earned 
run over his six innings on 
the mound. The Rebels did 
manage to produce base-
runners by way of being pa-
tient, collecting bases from 
walks, hit-by-pitches and 
steals. Ryan Olenek’s sac-
rifice matched Winthrop’s 
run in the fourth inning. 
The game-winning play at-
bat came courtesy of a Grae 
Kessinger infield single that 
scored two. Second base-
man Jacob Adams made an 
acrobatic slide at the plate 
to ensure he scored.
“I knew it was going to be 
a close play,” Adams said. 
“Coach Clement sent me, 
and I went all out.”
Adams and Fowler were 
some of the few newcom-
ers to make their presence 
felt on opening weekend. 
Tyler Keenan notched two 
runs-batted-in with his first 
career plate appearance 
in Friday’s win. Tim Elko, 
Michael Spears, Carl Gindl 
and Anthony Servideo all 
made crucial plays at the 
plate, in the field and on the 
base path.
“There are weekends 
when some new guys do 
well and some just hope for 
another day,” Bianco said. 
“Every new guy that batted 
this weekend got a hit. Jor-
dan Fowler comes in and 
fills it up. Even though he 
didn’t get an at-bat, Gindl 
comes in and steals third 
to eventually score on a 
sacrifice fly. So many guys 
looked like they belonged.”
Bianco has to be happy 
with his team’s opening 
weekend performance.  The 
Ole Miss offense proved it 
can score at will and pro-
duce timely at-bats. Its 
starting pitchers and bull-
pen all showed command 
of their pitches while limit-
ing Winthrop’s opportuni-
ties. Sweeping the 2017 Big 
South Conference champi-
ons certainly has certainly 
got the Rebels’ 2018 cam-
paign off to a good start.
Looking ahead, Ole Miss 
will host Memphis on Tues-
day night before Tulane 
comes to town for a week-
end series. Houston Roth 




Grae Kessinger attempts to steal home base during a game against Winthrop this past weekend. Ole Miss won all three 
games of the series. 
James McArthur delivers a pitch in the final game of the series against Winthrop.
PHOTOS BY: TAYLAR TEEL
kjgates@olemiss.edu • Jackson Avenue Center, Suite H • (662) 915-2746
outreach.olemiss.edu/studyusa
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Look under Financial Aid 
on myOleMiss.
18 COURSES  
IN 14 STATES
ARIZONA | CALIFORNIA | COLORADO | DC | GEORGIA | ILLINOIS | LOUISIANA | MAINE | MASSACHUSETTS | MISSISSIPPI | NEW YORK | NEW MEXICO | OKLAHOMA | TENNESSEE
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